DATING SYSTEM FOLLOWED BY DIGITAL SCRIPTORIUM

The standard dating system used for manuscript studies employs roman numerals and superscript arabic numbers or letters in Latin:  for example, "s. XIIIin" stands for "saeculo tertiodecimo ineunte"; "med" is for "medio"; "ex" is for "exeunte" (respectively "beginning," "middle" and "ending").  This system is used to designate dating accomplished by means of paleographic, art historical or textual judgment, rather than by an internal and explicit date, such as one written by the scribe in the colophon.

The use of arabic numerals, on the other hand, implies some form of "datability," e.g.:  "ca. 1300" rather than "s. XIII/XIV" might suggest a text composed in 1298 and a particular copy with an ownership note of someone who died in 1303, or the recognizable style of an artist who is known through other works and documentation to have worked in a period “ca. 1300.”

Because computers function well with arabic numerals, and rather less well with roman numerals that are combined with superscript letters or with arabic numerals (sometimes expressed as fractions), Digital Scriptorium provides computer-searchable translations of the paleographic dating system.
For example, a description of a certain manuscript will include fields and content such as these:

· Assigned Date:  s. XVI ¼

· Searchable Date Range:  1500-1525

Such information means that the manuscript has been dated according to the judgment

of the cataloguer, not by the manuscript’s scribe.


If the scribe has dated the manuscript, the dating on a Digital Scriptorium description will appear like this:

· Assigned Date:  s. XV 2
· Searchable Date Range:  1450-1499
· Inscribed Date:  1461, December 15

Note that the Assigned Date and Searchable Date Range remain in place in order to ensure that the manuscript will also occur within results of a user search that is more broadly phrased, including, for example, Earliest Date = 1450.

An equivalency table, translating from paleographic dating system to searchable dating system follows; it is for the fifteenth century, but its “s. XV” can be subsituted for any other century.

	Date
	BeginDate
	EndDate

	s. XIV/XV
	1390
	1410

	s. XV
	1400
	1499

	s. XV#^in#
	1400
	1415

	s. XV#^1/4#
	1400
	1425

	s. XV#^1#
	1400
	1450 characters.

	s. XV#^2/4#
	1425
	1450 characters.

	s. XV#^med#
	1440
	1460

	ms. XV#^3/4#
	1450 characters.
	1475

	s. XV#^2#
	1450 characters.
	1499

	s. XV#^4/4#
	1475
	1499

	s. XV#^ex#
	1485
	1499

	s. XV/XVI
	1490
	1510

	s. XVI
	1500
	1599


